
 

 
                     

        
 
  

  
  We are all quickly trying to adapt to a “new normal” -  a new way of 
greeting folks, cancelled events, working from home, drive-thru pickup versus 
dining in restaurants, keeping children out of school actively engaged, using 
copious amounts of hand sanitizer, not touching your face, quarantining, 
sheltering in place, and the list goes on and on. Many communities across the 
U. S. have responded by cancelling church services, closing schools and 
businesses for an extended period of time.  
 Washington has passed a stimulus package totaling over $2 Trillion to 
provide some relief from the financial fallout of this pandemic. The package 
includes billions of dollars to small businesses, a boost for unemployment 
insurance, and $1,200 checks to most Americans (with more money for 
families). 
 While many things seem uncertain and challenging days lay ahead, I am 
confident we will emerge from this time a stronger, more unified nation.  In the 
meantime, use good judgment, stay informed, and do the five. 
 

1. HANDS – Wash them often 
2. ELBOW – Cough into it 

3. FACE – Don’t touch it 
4. SPACE – Stay more than 3 feet apart 
5. HOME – Stay home if you can 

 

 

City Scoop 

 
April 2020 

 

uary 2020 

Happy Easter from the City of Vienna 

 

 

 With the number of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 growing daily in Georgia and the U.S., 
this viral outbreak has become an event of 
historic proportions. Something for which none 
of us were prepared.  Everyone has had to alter 
their course.  

MAYOR DANIELS DECLARES A LOCAL 
STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR  

THE CITY OF VIENNA 
 

Declaration on page 2 



 

 



 



Georgia Power focuses on reliability and readiness as spring storm season arrives during 

COVID-19 pandemic 
Georgia Power remains committed to providing its 2.6 million customers safe and reliable service, while offering 

important safety tips and storm resources as the spring storm season arrives amid the COVID-19 pandemic. March, 

April and May are typically the most active months for severe thunderstorms with lightning, hail and tornadoes, 

though severe weather can happen at any time.  

 

Storm Response Pandemic Preparations 
Georgia Power constantly monitors changing weather conditions and has been closely monitoring the potential 

threat posed by COVID-19 since January. The company remains prepared to respond to service interruptions that 

might occur because of severe weather while taking proactive actions including special distancing and other 

precautions to help protect customers and employees from the spread of the virus. The company regularly provides 

information and updates on the virus to employees, including prevention recommendations from the Centers for 

Disease Control, and is following the latest developments and updates from public health officials and medical 

professionals. 

 

The company’s investments in Smart Grid technology and increased automation in recent years mean an increased 

ability to more quickly isolate outages to smaller numbers of customers and reroute power remotely for improved 

reliability. In addition, the company’s comprehensive pandemic plans ensure readiness of the critical personnel 

and facilities necessary to continue providing the safe and reliable energy customers expect and deserve.   

 

In the field, the power restoration process includes these key steps: 

Assessing Conditions – Responding crews – or in major storms, damage assessment teams – work to identify 

trouble spots and the resources needed to fix them, which could involve coming onto customers’ property. Crews 

will employ appropriate distancing efforts and customers are asked to keep children and pets indoors and maintain 

safe distances from crew members as well.  

Making Repairs – Georgia Power crews focus on repairs that return power to the greatest number of customers 

in the least amount of time. 

 

Storm Safety 
Georgia Power reminds customers to keep safety first during severe weather and offers the following storm tips: 

Before a Storm:  Stay aware and check the weather forecast before heading outdoors. Check your emergency kit, 

unplug major appliances and charge cell phones in case you lose power. 

During a Storm: Take safe shelter inside a sturdy building away from windows and doors. Avoid contact with 

conductors of electricity - appliances, metal objects and water. 

After a Storm: Never touch any downed or low-hanging wire, including telephone or TV wires that touch a power 

line. Never pull tree limbs off power lines or enter areas with debris or downed trees as downed power lines may 

be buried in wreckage. 

 

Remote Customer Resources:  Customers can subscribe to Georgia Power’s You Tube Storm Channel for 

the latest safety videos and can connect with GA Power on Facebook and Twitter for helpful information every 

day, and restoration updates during severe weather. 

 Outage Alerts – Subscribe to the free Georgia Power Outage Alert service to receive personalized 

notifications and updates via text message.  

 Outage Maps - Customers can follow progress on outages in their town or across the state on the 

company’s outage map available at www.georgiapower.com/storm online or on the Georgia Power 

mobile app on your smartphone. 

 Build an Emergency Kit – A well-built kit should contain enough supplies to get you and your family 

through three days without electricity or running water. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaNsEdGgjc8&list=PLHS8z9CYkZon_zGRXxz0-R8Mri8WP_J1U&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mP7tsSoJTyg&index=5&list=PLHS8z9CYkZon_zGRXxz0-R8Mri8WP_J1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9EqI1yojog&list=PLHS8z9CYkZon_zGRXxz0-R8Mri8WP_J1U
file://///southernco.com/shared%20data/Workgroups/GPC%20Corporate%20Communication/MEDIA%20RELATIONS/NEWS%20RELEASES%20-%20by%20YEAR/DRAFT%20Releases%20-%20Holding%20Folder/2020%20Release%20Drafts/outagemap.georgiapower.com
http://www.georgiapower.com/storm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AP1VYSj58oM&list=PLHS8z9CYkZon_zGRXxz0-R8Mri8WP_J1U&index=2


 

  
 

March 25, 2020 – April 8, 2020 

Great Vienna Cleanup 

 
With everyone staying close to home  

due to the Coronavirus, this is the 

 perfect  time to get that cleanup done on  

your property and in your neighborhood!   

Don’t forget to plant a few flowers. 

Just be sure to practice social distancing. 

 

April 1, 2020 

Census Day 

Send in your Census questionnaire either by 

mail, telephone, or online. 

 

April 10, 2020 

Good Friday 

 

April 12, 2020 

Easter  

 
 

April 22, 2020 
Earth Day 

50th Anniversary 
 

April 27, 2020 
City Council Meeting 

Vienna City Hall, 6:00 p.m.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
The 2019 income tax filing and 
payment deadlines for all taxpayers 
who file and pay their Federal income 
taxes on April 15, 2020, are 
automatically extended until July 15, 
2020. This relief applies to all 
individual returns, trusts, and 
corporations. This relief is automatic, 
taxpayers do not need to file any 
additional forms or call the IRS to 
qualify. This relief also includes 
estimated tax payments for tax year 
2020 that are due on April 15, 2020. 
Penalties and interest will begin to 
accrue on any remaining unpaid 
balances as of July 16, 2020. You will 
automatically avoid interest and 
penalties on the taxes paid by July 
15. Individual taxpayers who need 
additional time to file beyond the July 
15 deadline can request a filing 
extension by filing Form 4868 
through their tax professional, tax 
software or using the Free File link on 
IRS.gov. Businesses who need 
additional time must file Form 7004. 
 

 
Tax Filing and Payment 

Deadline Extended 



 

     
Winter is almost over, Spring is on its way 
   It's time to make Vienna beautiful again! 

 
How can I participate? 

 Local businesses can make the extra effort to enhance the beauty of your 
own property by sweeping the sidewalks in front of your businesses; 
maintaining attractive window displays; keeping the grass mowed 
regularly; removing temporary/outdated signage and debris from your 
property; and continuing to maintain your structures. 

 Residents should keep your property mowed, clear of debris, and also 
continue in maintaining your structures. 

 Property owners should keep vacant lots mowed and cleared of debris 
and ensure rental property structures and lawns are maintained. 

 Community groups and organizations can “adopt” an area to clean 
up.  Just let us know the area and the date and time you plan to work. 

 
 
 
 
 



   
By now, everyone should have received in the mail an invitation to respond to the 
2020 Census giving you 3 options for responding– online, telephone, or mail.   The 
questionnaire is very brief and only takes a few minutes to complete.  A postage paid 
envelope is included if you choose to respond via mail.  
  

Remember, the 2020 Census is Important, Safe, and Easy 
 
Important that every person in Vienna/Dooly County is counted.  

 It determines how more than $675 billion are spent supporting your state, 
county and community’s vital programs. 

 It’s about fair representation.  Every 10 years, the results of the census are 
used to reapportion the house of Representatives determining how many 
seats each state gets. 

 
Safe because your information is confidential. 

 By law your information cannot be shared  with immigration enforcement 
agencies, law enforcement agencies, or allow it to be used to determine your 
eligibility for government benefits. 
 

Easy because there are 3 simple ways to respond. 

 Online 

 Telephone 
 U. S. Mail 

 
If households do not complete the standard form in one of these 3 ways, a U.S. 
Census Bureau employee will visit up to 6 times in an effort to gather the 
information.  In May, these individuals will begin knocking on doors of those who 
have not responded. 
 

GOAL:  Every person in Vienna/Dooly County, counted 
only once and in the right place. 

 

Personal Transportation Vehicle Ordinance Enacted 
At the March 23, 2020 City Council Meeting, the Mayor and Council enacted the 
Personal Transportation Vehicle (PTV) Ordinance which pertains to any motor 
vehicle:  (1) with a minimum of 4 wheels; (2) capable of a maximum level ground 
speed of less than 20 mph; (3) with a maximum gross vehicle unladen or empty 
weight of 1,375 pounds; and, (4) capable of transporting not more than eight 
persons. 

Copies of Ordinance are available at Vienna City Hall upon request. 



 

 

 
May 19, 2020 

 
The Presidential 

Preference Primary 
Postponed 

 
Due to the public health emergency  
caused by the Coronavirus, the 
Presidential Preference Primary 
originally scheduled for March 24 has 
been postponed until the May 19 
Primary Election.  This decision was 
made by Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger as a move to protect in-
person voters and poll workers. 
 
If you early voted or voted by mail in 
for March 24 Presidential Primary 
prior to the polls closing, you will be 
able to vote again in the May 19 
Primary for elections already 
scheduled for that date.  If you early 
voted for the March 24 Presidential 
Primary and do not vote again in the 
May 19 Primary, your vote for the 
Presidential Preference Primary will 
still count. 
 
Also, mark your calendars to vote again 
in the General Election to be held on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 
 
You may contact the Dooly County  
Elections Office at 229-268-9023 for 
additional information. 
 

 

 Earth Day was a unified response to an 

environment in crisis — oil spills, smog, rivers 

so polluted they literally caught fire. 

 On April 22, 1970, 20 million 

Americans, 10% of the U.S. population at the 

time, took to the streets, college campuses and 

hundreds of cities to protest environmental 

ignorance and demand a new way forward for 

our planet. 

 The first Earth Day is credited with 

launching the modern environmental 

movement, and is now recognized as the 

planet’s largest civic event. 

 

10 Ways to Celebrate Earth Day 

 

1. Plant wildflowers 

2. Plant a tree 

3. Go native.  Plants thrive best when they 

are natural to your area. 

4. Bring nature into your garden with 

plants that attract butterflies and 

hummingbirds. 

5. Add a native bee house to your back 

yard. These bees pollinate your plants 

for more flowers and food. 

6. Avoid over-watering. 

7. Start an organic vegetable garden. 

8. Pick up litter in your community. 

9. Cut back on plastic consumption 

10.  Recycle and repurpose.   

   
 

Earth Day should be every day! 

Earth Day 

should be 

every day! 



  

!!Now Open!! 

Kinfolk Store & Suites 

116 E Main Street, Vienna Ga 31092 

 
This City Just Got Bigger!!! 

By Rufus Carpenter 

 

This General Store and Business Development Center, located in Vienna, offers some amazing lifestyle 

brands and the perfect place to start or grow your business.  Once you visit the Kinfolk Store & Suites, you’ll 

understand the meaning of community and true customer service provided by owner, Rufus Carpenter.  He’ll 

make you feel right at home.  Come on in today and get the inside scoop on some great products, prices, and 

top entrepreneur resources to start or grow your business here in Dooly County. 

 

Products 

From great low prices to high-end ticket items, we have the items you will not find anywhere else in Dooly 

County. The health, beauty, and personal care items that include the must-have products for a versatile eye 

look and natural lips (all products are designed for long wear and easy application). 

 

We’re specializing in the most innovated gadgets out there in terms of jewelry and watches, home and 

kitchen accessories, and electronics.  Brand names like Brother’s Sewing Machines, Kitchen Aid Coffee 

Maker, oven with range tops, Magic Jack Express, EMTEC Elite Gold 128 Full HD Video, IQsound 8” 

Tailgate Bluetooth Speaker, TP-Link Router and much more…. 

 

WOW, In-Home “Lay-Away” 

Please, ask about our in-home lay-away program.  You can put down just 1/3 of the item’s cost, take it home 

and make weekly or bi-weekly payments until it’s paid off (90 days same as cash). 

 

Wigs, Bundles, Closures and Frontals 

If you have the desire to buy and wear hair.  We’re doing our part to make the best 100% human hair 

affordable and accessible with all the options; to cut, curl, straighten, or dye just like your own hair.  Our 

goal is to provide you with the finest quality human hair, that stronger, healthier, and less likely to tangle 

than your own hair.  No worries, when you purchase our hair.  “If you are a stylist, you will enjoy working 

with Du’Season Hair Products.” 

 

Entrepreneurs Support Center 

We’re the perfect place to lock in your spot to start or grow your business.  Come here for the business 

development products and services to save money and time.  You’ll find great amenities and space for your 

budget;  

 Virtual Office Rental (Business Street Address) 

 Business Answering System 

 Dedicated Desk Workspace 

 Business Phone Numbers (Local and 800’s) 

 Business Mail Services 

 Sell your products and services to the public 

 

Here’s an affordable opportunity to take your business venture to the next level of professional status.  Come 

see us and secure your spot to see how your business can grow. 

 

So, come shop with us, where our staff and I will treat you like Kinfolk.  Hope to see you soon! 
 

 



 

  
      City of Vienna Welcomes 

New Dooly County High School Head Football Coach 
 
DCHS’s new Head Football Coach, Phillip Hale, comes to us from Elbert County. He 
is also a certified math teacher with a degree in mathematics.  
 
Coach Hale said, “I am all about helping these kids. They come first. I’m about 
program building; I’m not about just fielding a team on Friday night.   I’m looking 
forward to an amazing year as a Dooly County Bobcat and I’m ready to get this thing 
done.” 
 
The City of Vienna wishes Coach Hale and the Dooly County Bobcats much success 
in the coming football season.  For more information or if you have questions, 
contact Coach Phillip Hale at 409-939-0341. 
 
 

 !! Congratulations !! 
 

Dooly County Recreation Department 
8 and Under Basketball Team 

State Champions 
 

In a close ball game until the 4th quarter, 
Dooly County pulled ahead at the end to 
beat Putnam County 50-38 and take home 
the 2020 GRPA 8 and Under Class C State 
Title! 
 
___Team members           Coaches___  
#1    Martravious Taylor        Bud Bell 
#2   Marcus Bryant, Jr.          Marcus Bryant   
#5   Jaiden Sanders          Ronnie Harrell 
#10 Joshua Ingram, Jr.         Jacob Joiner 
#13 Ayden Jackson          M. Taylor 
#21 Jaquan Wilson          Joe Willis 
#24 Kyshon Jones                    
#25 Caleb Madison 
#33 Kameron Rogers 
#34 Zayden Bell 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations  
from the City of Vienna  

to 
 

Cleto Lerma 
 

on being awarded a soccer 
scholarship to Toccoa Falls 

College 
 

 



                       

For community updates, 

healthy recipes, 

workouts, and more 

follow us. 

 

Facebook Page 

Healthier Together 

Dooly 

or 

Instagram 

@healthiertogetherdooly 

Coming Soon! 

Look for these signs along 

the sidewalks in Downtown 

Vienna. 

 



 

Potential New Crop 
 

Have you heard about Husk Cherries?  Also commonly 

referred to as ground cherries or husk tomatoes, these 

cherries are small pale orange fruits wrapped in a 

crinkly, paper-like husk.  Their flavor is mild, yet quite 

sweet and very unique.  They have been compared to a 

cross between a tomato and a pineapple. 

 
A team at Auburn University is working with Husk Cherries.  This team is encouraging husk 

cherries as a new berry crop for the Southeast because it fills in a critical gap in fruit production 

when common fruits like strawberries, cranberries, and peaches are not in season. Husk cherries 

produce berries from May to October, and possibly even into November for the southern parts of 

Georgia and Alabama.  Also, these berries grow well in sandy coastal plain soils, thriving in low 

nutrient conditions.  Southeastern Growers are being encouraged to consider husk cherries for 

their farms.  For more information contact Charles Ray at raychahauburn.edu.  

 

Author of Senator George’s Biography Nominated for Award 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Jamie Cockfield, author of A Giant from Georgia: The Life of 

U.S. Senator Walter F. George, 1878-1957.   His biography of the Senator has been 

nominated for the 56th Georgia Author of the Year Awards (GAYA) in the biography 

category.  

 

His work will be celebrated by the Georgia Writers Association in an awards 

ceremony on Saturday, June 13, 2020 at the University of Georgia at Athens' 

Hargrett Rare Book & Manuscript Library.  At the banquet, one winner and one 

finalist will be announced for each category.  

 

Dr. Cockfield is professor emeritus of History at Mercer University after serving on 

the faculty since 1972. 
 

 

 

 

 



           

    
  

 Waiting room protocol is something I’m never sure about.  Is it polite to ask how someone in a doctor’s 

office is doing?  It’s fine, perhaps, if they’re having a routine physical, but what if their wraparound sunglasses 

are meant to deter unwanted inquiries? Smartphones have changed the rules of etiquette.  Conversation was 

once considered courteous.  Now, though, it seems intrusive to interrupt someone staring intently at a screen. 

 There was a time when I would peruse through layers of magazines to see what I had missed from two 

years earlier.  That was before my wife convinced me that old magazines in doctors’ offices are breeding 

grounds for bacteria.  Before I approach the display rack now, I ask the receptionist for disposable rubber 

gloves and a mask, then I request a copy of the furniture sanitization schedule. 

 Occasionally there are still opportunities to meet people you don’t know.  I enjoyed a recent chat with 

two longtime senior citizens named John and Matt.  I was in Macon with my mother who was having a CT 

scan.  She had been called to the back when the two men ambled in.  They stopped by the front desk then 

settled into chairs across the room from me, maybe 15 feet away.  I don’t know much about them other than 

John is 84, Matt is 83, and they’ve been friends for 40 years.  John’s a tall wiry fellow with thick gray hair 

and the tan of an outdoorsman. Matt’s a big guy with a reddish beard who looks like he could put a charging 

bear in a full nelson.  He wore a flannel shirt with blue jeans held up by red suspenders.  It was like seeing 

Geritol’s version of Grizzly Adams.  John’s vision isn’t good, so Matt helped him fill out some paperwork.  He 

took the forms back to the receptionist and said, “We can’t pronounce some of these words, so I just answered 

no.”   

 As Matt walked back toward his seat John called out to him, “Slow down!  You’re making me look 

bad!”  I was amused at their lighthearted banter but too far away to comment without shouting.  That’s when 

John walked over near me to look out a window or maybe examine a painting on the wall. “That’s a good line 

I overheard when you told your friend to slow down,” I said.  Matt was within earshot and spoke before John 

had a chance.  “He says that to me all the time.  He’s jealous because of my youthfulness.”  We shook hands 

and introduced ourselves.  That’s when I learned their age difference is measured by months. 

 “I was in good shape a few years ago,” said John.  “At 76 I climbed up an old sugarberry tree with 

ropes so I could take it down from the top.  People a lot older than me remembered the tree being there when 

they were young.”  John talked about sawing his way down until he was about 25 feet off the ground.  “It was 

rotten at the bottom,” he said, “but there was a small green part inside that kept the top of the tree alive.”  He 

finished the job without a hitch, but his tree climbing days were winding down. 

 Matt told me he used to deliver chickens to grocery stores in Dooly County.  He fondly remembered 

Mr. Smith Dennard in Unadilla.  “I hauled chickens there before he built the new store,” he said.  “I wore a 

cowboy hat back then.  He liked it so much he asked me to get him two just like it.”  Matt paused for a second, 

then dryly added, “He wanted one for a chamber pot and one for a cover.” 

 “I can’t see well out of my right eye,” said John.  When I asked what happened, Matt explained that 

John’s wife hit him with a frying pan.  John laughed and corrected him: “Nope, that was my other eye.” Then 

he said, “Tell me your name again.  My memory doesn’t work as well as it used to.”   “He had his mouth open 

when you told him before,” Matt responded.  “When John’s mouth is open everything that goes in his ears 

passes on through.”  I confessed I often have that same problem. 

 If you see two weathered old men in a Macon waiting room, you might want to find a nearby chair.  I’m 

glad I wasn’t staring at my phone that day.  I would have missed a charming portrait of friendship that’s still 

being painted with strokes of gentle humor. 

 

 

 

Joiner’s Corner 
The Waiting Room 

by Neil Joiner 



  

 

KID’S COLORING PAGE 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

April 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Walter Brown 

April 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tyrique Driver 

April 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Dennard 

April 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janet Joiner 

                                                            203 West Cotton Street 

               Post Office Box 436 

                                                            Vienna, Georgia 31092 

                                  (229)268-4744 Telephone                      

                  (229) 268-6172 Fax 

 

Elected Officials 
 

Eddie Daniels, Mayor 
eddie.daniels@cityofvienna.org 

Cell Phone #: (229) 938-1988 

Randall Almond, Mayor Pro Tem   
randall.almond@cityofvienna.org 

Walter Brown, Council Member - walter.brown@cityofvienna.org  

Henry Johnson, Council Member -  henry.johnson@cityofvienna.org 

Albert King, Council Member -  albert.king@cityofvienna.org 

 

City Administration 
Michael Bowens, City Administrator 

Michael.bowens@cityofvienna.org 

Margaret Shelley, City Clerk 
Margaret.shelley@cityofvienna.org 

Shondra Zanders, Utility Billing Clerk 
Shondra.zanders@cityofvienna.org 

Michelle Lawson, Cashier 
Michelle.lawson@cityofvienna.org 

 

Community Development Department 
Janet P. Joiner, Community Development Director 

Janet.joiner@cityofvienna.org     Phone: (229) 268-4920 

Laura Johnson, Programs Manager 
Laura.johnson@cityofvienna.org   Phone (229)268-4921 

Velvet S. Layfield, Code Enforcement Officer 
covanimalcontrol@cityofvienna.org       Phone: (229) 805-3652 

 

Public Works Department 
Phone: (229) 268-4429 Office -- (229) 322-5250 After Hours 

Nathan Jordan, Superintendent 
Nathan.jordan@cityofvienna.org 

Jeffrey Priest, Assistant Superintendent 
Vienna.gas@cityofvienna.org 

 

Vienna Police Department 
Phone: (229) 268-7033    In case of an Emergency, please call 911 

Cozie Ray, Police Chief 

Jeri Williams, Admin Assistant/Municipal Court Clerk 
Vienna.police@cityofviennapd.org 

Michelle Lawson, Municipal Court Deputy Clerk 
Michelle.lawson@cityofvienna.org 

Velvet S. Layfield, Animal Control Officer 
covanimalcontrol@gmail.com 

 

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department 
In case of fire, please call 911. 

Michael Causey, Fire Chief 

 Phillip Warren, Assistant Fire Chief 
Viennafire1902@gmail.com 

 

 

The City of Vienna  
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 The Vienna City Scoop is published monthly for the City of Vienna by Vienna Main Street, Inc. If you have articles, photos or 
announcements that you would like to have published, please call the Vienna Main Street office, (229) 268-4920, drop off your items 
at city hall or mail them to Vienna Main Street, Post Office Box 436, Vienna, Georgia 31092. All items should be turned in no later than 
the end of the third week of the month for the following month’s publication. 

 

 

Vienna Main Street, Inc. 

P. O. Box 436 

203 West Cotton Street   

Vienna, Georgia 31092 
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